[rapep—
g o

“THE BOUNDING BOY SKIPPED ABOUT IN FRONT OF THE CAPTIVE"
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THE FIRST WAR-PATH

A Tale

BY

J. FENIMORE COOPER
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Author of ““The Last of the Mohicans", &c.
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- THE STRANGE

- IRAQI COUNTRY PARSON

4

CASE OF THE

The administration of the
estate of a former Vicar of
Steeple Barton, who had a repu-

a recluse, whose natiohality was
|Iragi and who had been a Roman

1Catholic priest before becoming
a Protestant, gave rise to a legal
problem i1n the Chanecery oivi-
sion on Friday. He was ihe

Rev. Simon Stephen, who was
born ‘in Mosul, Irag, and the
administrator of his estate, Mr.
Kenneth NMose Castle, builder. of
Middle Barton, asked the judge
to decide whether Mr. Stephen'’s
£1,500 estate should be distri-
buted according to English or
Iragi law, o _

Six relatives living in Mosul
claimerd to be beneficially in-
terested in the estate )
Giving judgment, Mr. Justice
Harman said that Mr. Stephen
died intestate. There was no
lone te administer his affairs
until Mr. Castle, a creditor, ob-
tained a grant of administra-
tion,

He found a strange set of cir-
cumstances confronting him,

- Mr.. Stephen. as it turned out,
was born Shimoun Stephan Isko,
He was baptised in 1865 at
Mosul, then in the Turkish
empire and now part of Iraq.

In his youth he went to Paris

‘and attended the Sorbonne.

HAD TO REGISTER WITH POLICE

tation for bheing “ secretive ” and/l

He was ordained a priest in
the Roman Catholiec Church in
1888, buti some vears later he:

came to England and became
a Protestant.

He was ordained in the!
Church of England in 1901 andi
in 1904 he became Viecal of!
Steeple Barton, where he re-
mained until he died in 1946.

Mr. Stiephen was something
of a collector of odds and ends.

‘He was very secretive about
his affairs and lived more or
less as a recluse, although there
was no suggestion that he did
not carry out his parochial
duties properly. -

He remained an alien through-
out his life and registered with

the ,police periodically, a re-
markable situation for a man
who was the parson of a rural
parish in England for so long.
Mr. Stephen never spoke of
going back to Iraq, and, so tari
as was known, never communi-
cated with his relatives there, l
His lordship said that on the'
whole he thought Mr., Stephen
had acquired 2a domicile of
choice. !
HHe was here for s0 long and.
performed particularly English
functions. e feit he must be’
regarded at the date of his death!
as a domiciled Englishman and;
his estate must be distributed!

‘according te English law.

lﬁq‘s




With CAMERA and PEN

® Impressions by DAVID PETERS
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THE first. thing that caught my eye'as { . #ast of the Oxford Bishops to live at Cuddes-
-walked into the -Rectory at Islip was don Palace. The Bishop took 'a deep per-.
a tine mounted and framed brass-rubbing on = sonal interest in-a small group, of which
the wall. There were several others around . /Mr. Blanchett was a member, and he recalls™ *
the house, and it transpired that they were many happy occasions af ;ha_ _Pa_l‘ace.'lii__tenr
- part of a collection of more than 800 that ing to the Bishop discoursing or playing “the
the Rector, the Rev. Arthur W. Blanchett, -piano. Over one period of six weeks.or sa.
has made over the past 35 years or so. ~he had the privilege of a private weekly |
J ~ This relatively unusual hobby has taken _meeting with Bishop Strong, he translating. . *
{ him to churches all over the British Isles, Plato’s "Phaedo” and the Bishop comment- ' 7}
! and introduced him to many people he ing-—and correcting his translation. |
might otherwise never have met, one or two Mr. Blanchett reminisced a good deal
- of whom have becomepersonal friends. rabout people he has known in and around 4
L His intecgst-i brass-rubbing began when Oxford. He remembers the sonorous , voice
{ he was a schoolboy at the Oxford High of John Drinkwater ‘as” he read his own
School for Boys, at the time when the . poems aloud in “the Hall at the . High
famous A. W. (“Tubby'') Cave was head- School; he knew Dr. Danwell Stone, Principal o
master. One of the staff of those days. of Pusey House and a great theologian who
was a Mr. E. H. Binney, who had a talent “was reputed never to have been seen out
for inspiring his pupils with a deep interest-* of his cassock; and more ‘recently, through
L in - archaeology, church architecture and _ the medium of the Anglican Society, whose - .
! kindred subjects. The young Arthur.™ magazine, The English Catholic, Mr. Blan-
1 Blanchett, himseif the son of a local head- - chett edited for 21 years, he came to know
| master, responded warmly. to. Mr. Binney's. and admire Bishop: Walter Carey, of Bloem- -y
enthusiasm, and frequently went with him fontein, the well-known missionary bishop: ™
+ and a small party of like-minded boys on In addition to editing The ‘English \
t expeditions into the country-side, "visiting Catholic for so long, Mr. Blanchett ‘is now
i churches and taking “brass-rubbings. editor of Top Oxon, the twice-yearly
! His interest in this method of recording gazette of the Oxfordshire Archaeological  *
. the brass memorials of the past has rmz'mﬂ:;’L Society and the. Oxfordshire ,R‘-'."FI Com- . .
e RNE TR ifaiﬁs-%_get you see im, wrtho: mupity Council, and | must poriforget o
y - (described it th W\E‘Cj" {:entign Ccﬁ gnt}nh:?gmréresht'. " r;"Bla%‘E!‘sEﬁ*‘*vz
., only a few weeks ago in.Blickling Church, * ‘has been a Scouter for: a long period of his .
| Norfolk, he spent five hours or so with the life, was responsible for founding the Itfley = !
- tools of his trade---decorator’s lining-paper,  and Ickford troops,..and gave a good deal of =
and cobbler’'s black ** heel-ball "’ wax. For help to the Garsington troop in ‘its early 1}
some years he was a member of the Monu- days. .., o ' <
mental Brass-Rubbing Society, has done a In June of this year Mr. Blanchett and
good deal of lecturing about his hobby, his wife Geraldine celebrated their silver
and hopes that one day his fine collection, wedding. Mrs, Blanchett was the daughter |
providing as it does a wonderful record of of the Rev. W. H. Elkington, who was -
‘30-5“:*"_"9' 'change_s, famous families _and’ Vicar of Elsfield for 40 years. They came
( heraldic history from the 13th to the T7th ' 1o Islip in 1951, after five happy years in = ¢
. centuries, will find a home in a good the village of Steeple Barton, and before :
mwseLin. ~ that, another five happy years at Chadling-
- No doubt his great interest in churches  ton, where Mr. Blanchett was priest-in- 9§
influenced his vocation. On' leaving school . charge under the Rev. T. |, Wood, of ?

he went on to Keble, and from there to.

Lichfield  Theological  Training College,
spending- a “ycar imIrefand ({and incidentally
preaching his tirst sermon in Dean Swift's

Charlbury. Their only daughter, Jocelyn, is

at a teacher training coliege, studying Eng-

lish, music and art.

; Islip is a very old village indeed. |t

oid church in* Laracor, County Meath) be- was the birthplace of Edward the Con-

. forg.CQming back to his first curacy at tessor, who gave it into the care of West-

~stteadington Quarry under the Rev. T. E. . minster Abbey, which he founded 900 vears
Bleiben. He was in fact the first full-time

‘ago next vyear. Preparations to celebrate

. the historic event at Westminster are
‘lalready under way and, as the village has
puch clase ties with the great saint, Mr. -
Blanchett and many of his parishigners hope )
;.{%fl:;;‘are in sever::al of ‘the great occasions o2

turate at  Holy Trinity, the appointment
wing  endowed by Lord Nuftfield, whc had
arly associations with Headington Quarry.

It was .in this peried that he came

der the second great influence of his life,
it_of the late Risharn T B Ceu Al
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HERE are almdst ‘ds many wh;.ch to' the~ wsitor is ‘really,’
Bartons as- Baidons—the awe-msp:rmg, - before.- seeking. .
gmde books and directories list 'their seats in- the dlm coolness .
four—Westcote, Steeple;' Sess~. of the. chureh Y
well:and Middle (the last t‘WO ~ - The service 15 gf that g,;m.

are - bamilets) but' they - are “plicity ang@ dignity which shows .
indicated s:lmpl:f on_the Slgﬂ- the: true glory. of - the- English: -
posts~as “The Barfons,” and 'Church and- its Prayer. Book, .
so they are generally known in. and - though .the - number - of
Oxfordshire. : T ;7 those~who occupy-the pews is

To find them, the travellef small, the’ heartiness of: thezr-.,
harassed by endless . streams . singing °. would  serve 'as 'a
of itraffic in hoth directions,  splendid example io' many “a-
turns thankfully off either of. larger bOd:f of worshippers.“' _-"
the two main roads which lead - '
northwards from Osford into’: Shg,—t add;ess? oo
one of the most charming and - v -“" :
uBSPOﬂt corners of the cgunty Eqnauy s;mple je the short'

- It is traversed by narrow and address of the Vicar, the Rev. -
winding by-ways, lined by tall J: Wilmot Griffiths, graduate of -
hedgerows and ancient. trees, . three' . universities — London, .
which intertwine their branches » Wales ‘and Oxford,” who came |
to form leafy -archways and from an Australian theologmal '_
cool' tunnels, particularly at-.college to minister fo the twin -
tractive on this Sunday even- ' parishes just over & . . years
ing—the Third afier Tmmty—- ago. He takes as his textf the
when hardly a breath ot air is words of St. John which have:
stirring. . ...~ formed . part of the second

Evensong is at St.” Mary’ s Lesson: “ Let not your heart be

Steeple Barton, for Mattins froubled: ye believe.. in:. Gad
was at neighbouring Westcote believe also-in Me™ - .- .
Barton, and the pleasant cul de - Peace of mind, he points mzt .-
sac which forms the approach is . one of the' greatest.  bless--
to the ancient church  is a ings of Heaven, yet one of the
blessed . haven. of peace and most difficult f{o "be - aitained.

ﬂ“ﬂgﬂl _;._‘-v.;' ‘ -:'

J'

.
P}'
B

lavehness. o Nl o Yet it can be achieved, with -
- reliance on God as’ the bed-
G’enﬂe 5{,-9” © . rock of its atfainment,; -7 ‘1

Doing. something’ :nstead of i
Apart {from the rmgers, wallomng in misery and self-
whose valiant' efforts. ¢an be: pity, and facing the cause of .
heard far out across the fields, anxiety fairly and squarely,
most of the dozen or so who. was the commonsense approach:
comprise thé congregation take . which, with the "knowledge,
a. gentle siroil along the: old that one couild leave all anxiety
paths- befween . the erumbhng too, on God’s loving care was
head stones, to drink in the the only. way of getitiig “that
‘beauty of the scene which is. peace wh.tch the world cannot
familiar enough to fhem, but gwe.

“
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FIRE . . . Mr Voice lays a jelly trail at th
the tower

elly —eno

PIGEONS WILL get an uneasy wel-
come when, they fly down to perch on
the ledges of St Mary’s Church at Stee-
ple Barton in future.

Instead of getting a firm, comfortable
land, they will find their feet standing on a
jelly-type substance.

And hopefully, the uneasy feeling this will
generate, will cause the pigeons to fly off and

s

]

A TR

TAKE AIM . . . Mr Christopher Voice, area surveyor for Rpntokil, sprays
the church tower with his jelly gun. @ Picture: PETER FLOYD

T ————
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NOW THE LEDGES . . . Mr Bill Lester, on the ladd

agh to

e top of

““We have spent about £10,000 on

he sai

-

-

in an old
dder.

t

to roost.

ucive

nd somewhere more cond

Yesterday, the

fi

the church and have had new roofs put on.
But there are two roofs and pigeon drop-

the way ledges, the firm inves

jelly repellent

ted on to the upper ledges of the

-

)-0'

went into the church. Droppings also co-~
vered the whole roof and much of the walls. "

There are hundreds of pigeons around.”

the central gully and pre-

vented water running away. So the water

-

llected

pings co

lained that
the most
the ad\f_an-

e

Mr Peter Watts, secretary of Steeple Bar-

ton parochial church council,
was hoped the jelly would

satisfactory repellent and it ha
- tage of not Killing the birds.

London fire brigade turntable

&

ingenious

-

as squir
church and along the apex of the roofs by

men from Rentokil.

The harmiless jelly repellent' has been suc-
cessfully applied to many buildings in Lon-

don and other cities and to reach those out of

“}
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l

ralley to

'save thelr church

Five years ago the vicar of
Steeple Barton thought his

church would have to be’

abandoned — the whéle roof
was in a very bad condition
and the lighting inetffective.

But in the last three years
the church of St Mary’s has
been' completely re-roofed, a
surface' water dra.lna.ga
system installed, windows re-
lead and re-glazed and a
new Hghting system installed.
. And apart from a grant of

£500 the entire cost of nearly
£10,000 has been met by
and the adult

villagers —
population is still only 1,000.

Vicar of Steeple Barton, the
Rev N. D. J. Carne, said: ‘“My
first thought was that the
church would have to be
abandoned but after a lot of
thought and prayer the PCC
decided to have a go at
I repalring the building.”’

Venerable C. Whltton-Da.vles,
Archdeacon of Oxford, led a
special service for the
restoration of the church and
the new lighting scheme.

¢

% DEDICATED

A memorial tablet was also
dedicated to the late Major
Phillip Fleming, church-

warden and benefactor of the. |

church and village.
said

Mr Carne the
restoration was a
‘“‘magnificent achievement”’
by the parishioners. ‘‘The

church is now weatherproof
and clear of all debt.

~ “With normal maintenance
it should last another 200 years
without major external

repair.”’

‘When Mr Carne came to the
parish in 1968 the church was
in a very bad state of repair.,

| And Sunday the There was a hole in the

Steeple Barton,
Iy_illa,g_gl church.

north slope of the nave roof,
about one yard square, and

the whole roof of nave and

aisle was in a very poor state..
The church dates back to
about 1250 AD.

‘Above: Mr Carne, vicar of
outside the
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Like ministers in the Bices-
ter Deanery the Rev. Peter

Dance, in the Barton vil-
lages, is increasing the size
of his flock.

When he came to this area two
years ago he was simply priest-in-
charge of Westcott Barton and
Steeple Barton which also means
Middle Barton, though in some
terms that name does not really
exist, the parish really being
Steeple Barton!

About the turn of the year Mr
Dance had neighbouring Sandford St
Martin added to his responsibilities
and this week he takes on Duns Tew.

yesterday he was instituted at Duns
Tew church as vicar of Duns Tew,
Steeple Barton and Sandford St Mar-
tin and rector of Westcott Barton.

| As with the Bicester and Islip
| Deanery, reorganisation. of man-
power in the Woodstock Deanery has
led to this form of amalgam=tinn

-

Minister increases
size of his flock

. his return to the area as he was born

o £

Vicar inducted

However, he will noi be alone. For
while he now has to conduct about
four services every Sunday, besides
baptisms, he will have the help of
Canon Wardle Harper.

Canon Harper, a retired minister,

lives at Charlbury, and is going to
take services at Duns Tew to relieve

the pressure on Mr Dance.

Canon Harper, who will travel
from Charlbury, regards himself, I
understand, as the unofficial ‘‘curate’
of Duns Tew.

Mr Dance and his family came to
the Bartons from two mining parishes
in Staffordshire. |

His arrival in the district marked

at Adderbury and was for some years
with a branch of Twyford Seeds In

Lincolnshire. :

Mr Dance and his family emigrated
14 years ago to Canada where he
worked in the agricultural seed trade
and later took theological training. He
was ordained an Anglican minister in
Canada.

X gl gl W= o
e o L

The Rev Peter Dance who was inducted as vicar of Duns
Tew, Steeple Barton, Sandford St Martin and Westcote
Barton, with his wife, Grace.

He was Inducted by the Bishop of Dorchester and the
ceremony marked the end of a long legal process which
started two years ago.

Parliamentary approval had to be sought to get the four
parishes separated from North Aston.

A former Banbury Grammar School boy, Mr Dance
studied at the University of Saskatewan, Canada. Since
his return to England after ordination, he has worked in
Pembrokeshire and Staffordshire. ~

An induction ceremony has been held in each of the four

- parishes, and he. will be helped by Canon Noel Wardle-

= o o

=
I —— = — e i e
et W TR M - - ¢

Harpur.
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- St. Mary’s, Steeple Bartom
| ROTA OF SUNDAY SERVICES

SUNDAY IN

THE MONTH

First Sunday 8 a.m. Holy Communion
' é p.m. Evensong
i Second Sunday Il am. Mattins and

Holy Communion

Third Sunday 8 a.m. Holy Communien
é p.m.  Evensong

’ Fourth Sunday |la.m. Mattins
_’ 12 noon Holy Communion

Fifth Sunday 8 am. Holy Communion

First, third and fifth, “Fifth Sundays” in the
year: 4 p.m. Evensong and Baptism

1970 s

St. Edward’s, Westcote Bartomn
ROTA OF SUNDAY SERVICES

SUNDAY IN
THE MONTH

First Sunday  10a.m. Family Communion
(including Sunday School )

Sacond Sunday ~ 8 a.m. Holy Communion
6 p.m. Evensong

Third Sunday 1lam. Mattins
12 noon Holy Communion

Fourtl‘j Sunday 8 a.m. Holy Communion
6 p.m.  Evensong
Fifth Sunday Il a.m.  Mattins

Second and fourth, “Fifth Sundays” in the
year: 4 p.m. Evensong and Baptism

Children’s Sunday Club meets in the Mission Hall

at 10a.m. on the second, third, fourth and fifth Sundays.

u-.-.*h-
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A WORRIED
vicar has launched
‘a £15,000 appeal

to restore his ¢

-church’s 160 year-
old organ which
needs urgent re-
pairs. *

Rev Tony Davies
says-the money is
desperately needed to
pay for the work on
the organ in St
Mary’s Church at
Steeple Barton. - -
- He said: “What we
want to do is have the
organ totally cleaned
and overhauled as necar
as possible to its origi-
nal state. ._
~ “We don’t know the
- exact date when it was
- built, but the team of
- specialists who have
- looked afier the organ
said it was probably
= around 1860 by a man

~ called William HJll o

- He added: “Every-
- thing will have to be
. taken out, like the
. pipework, and anything
that they find needs
repairing or replacing
will be done.”

But Mr Davies, 63,
said his parishioners
would still be able to
- hear music while their
‘OWN Organ was bemg

| restored, - -
He smd “We wﬂl try

By NOEL MILLER

. to get some form of

music, which may well
be an electrical organ or
something. -

“Our organ may not

_ be of national impor-

tance but we would like
to restore it. We’'re not
too sure what fund-rais-

ing evenis we will be

holding in the future

' becargse it’s early days

yet.”
Anyone who can help

-in any way should write
- to Mr Davies at The

Rectory, @ Westcote
Barton, - Oxon, OX7
TAA.
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Rev Tony
Davies
with the
church
organ
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