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THE FIRST WAR-PATH

" '

A Tale

BY

J. FENIMORE COOPER
Author of "The Last of the Mohicans". &c.
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"THE BOUNDING BOY SKI.oPi:.D ABOUT IN FRONT OF THE CAPTIVE"
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THE LITTLE FOLKS, _': . ,:- .r: :'-. . " ' " .
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,.
BY

S. I-I. HAIVIER
" " '.Author "The Ten. Traveliers," "Peter Piper's Peepshow," etc, etc.
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THE STRANGE CASE OF THE
"IRAQI COUNTRY PARSON

• •

HAD TO REGISTER WITH. POLICE.
The administration of the \ He was ordained a priest in\

estate of a former Vicar of the Roman Catholic Church in
Steeple Barton, Who had a repu- 1888, but some years later he'
tation for being" secretive" and Icame to England and became. .. a Protestant.
, a re~Juse, whose nationality was He was ordained in the!
Iraqi and Who had been a Roman Church of England in 1901 andl
. Catholic priest before becoming in 1904 he became Vicar of'
, a Protestant. gave rise to G legal Steeple Barton, ?fher~ he re-l
problem In the Chancery Dlvi- mamed ~ntil he died 10 1946.
sion on Friday. He was tr.e Mr. Stephen was somethmg
R· S" St h no of a collector of odds and endsev. imon ep en, w 0 was .'
born .in Mosul, Iraq, and tr.e .H~ w'!-s very s~cretlve about
administrator of his estate, Mr. his affairs and lived more or
Kenneth Mose Castle, builder. of less as a recluse, although there
Mid41e Barton asked the jud~e was no suggestion .that he ~IdI
to decide whether Mr. Stephen s not. carry out his parochial
£1.500 estate should be distri- duties properly. .
buted according to English or He remained an alien through-
lra~i law. . out his life and registered with
Six relatives living in Mosul the "police periodically. a re-

claimed. to be beneficially in- rnarkable situation for a man
Iterested in the estate who was the parson of a rural

t

. Giving judgment. Mr. Justice parish in England for so long. .
Harman said that Mr. Stephen Mr. Stephen never spoxe ot
died intestate. There was no going back to Iraq, and, so tari
one to administer his affairs as was known. never communi-
u~til Mr. Castle. a cred~~o~.ob- cate.d with h~s r~~atives there. I
tamed a grant of administra- His lordship said that on the
tion. whole he thought Mr. Stephen!
He found a strange set of cir- had acquired a domicile of

cumstances confronting him. choice. :
. Mr ..Stephen. as it turned out, He was here for so long and,
was born Shtmoun Stephan Isko, performed particularly English
He was baptised in 1865 at functions. He felt he must be'
Mos,!l•. then in the Turkish regarded at the date ~f his death;
emprra and now part of Iraq. as a domiciled Enghshman and,
In his youth he went to Paris his estate must be distributed II

'and attended the Scrbonne. according to English law.
--_ ....-~ . ..~-------
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THE firs.t, thing that, caught, my,"eye Ias 'h~;t.Iast of ,t~e Oxford-Btshops ;to.Ij\f'!.~.t Cuddes",':,"
.,' . w.~lked, iq,tp_ the '.Rectory, at Islip was ,.;Ion f'a!ace"~'.Th.e f!l~hop rook- <I ~~p'pe(,\",~.• ;

a fine ,mol,(nted ~fld fra.rned·:brass.r~bbing on --,sonal interest 'cifl \a, <,small "gfOuP.-.pf'~-whi~~.~:r;,~
, the wail.: There were' several others around ~:<·Mr. Blanchett was :l member, and ;,he. recalls: ~
• the house, and it .transpired th~r they were "many happy occasi\)ns '1, !..h.e,~Ht}~fe,li~"n" ,~}.
part of.' a collection 0(' more than, 800 that "':ing to ,the, Bishop discoursing, or' playtng the ~

'·the Rector, the Rev. Arthur W. Blanchett, .piano. Over ,<0'1.1: period of six weeks. or $0 r, ;
has' "':'ade, over' the past 35 years or so. . '..:.q_ehad tl:;~ privilege. of a' private weel!,_b,(~~~
, This relatively unusual hobby has taken' "meet~ng .. with Bishop Strong~ he. tra~slati.ng\)~;

'him to 'churches allover the 6ritish Isles, Plato s- Phaedo". .and the Bishop f=0m,men~,:..;c. <J
and introduced him to "':'any people he ing-and correcting' .his, translation. " \':, ):;
migfJ.t otherwise never ha,;,.§:met, one or two"',, MI;. Blanchett. reminisced ,,:,gooq deal- : ';
:of '~!oom have. bec,9P"""15<;!rs'pn~'friend~, ,._; about peop!e h.e ha~ known"!n'.and around >~

, : ~ • Hi~,.intef.~~t<ri~~bri!;~':W'pbing began when- " PfxtoJrd
h
· ~e.rkeme'1lpT.~s_t~e son

d
QrO

h
i.i5(yo!c;e , t.;

-he"\vas iI~schoolboy at the Oxford High.., 0 0 n '':'(In watf( "s~...e,,,,r.7~;' IS. o~n "
Scho,ol' for Boys, at the time when the ~;'poems' -aloud 'In; the Hall at', ,~~--:...H.'gh ';:"J
famous A. W. ('·Tubby"). Cave was heaq-'TSchool; he knew'Dr. Danwell Stone, Pr,nclpal,',:J

. m.a~ter:' One. o~the'. staff of, ,thQs~' ,day~, ?f- Pu.sey House and a great theol~gian )Vho , .-1
was a' Mr, E. H. Binney, who had a talent was rep'uted ,never to have been seen out ",
for' inspiring·,his ,PIJpil.s wi,th a deep intere?r~itof his cassock; and more' !recently: throu~,h, "1
. in . arch,aeology, church architectu'r~' anq:: ':'the, medium of the Anglican Society, whose <.,'
kindred subjects," The' -'young: Artl;lurt-.magazine,:, The English CatholiC,' I\;1r,.,Blan::, j."
Blanchett, himself the son of, a l(xill head::!~., c~ett edited for 2) years,:' he came to know,., ~.
master~ . responded warmly",,:,'19, 'fv1r .. Binl}ey.'~\:, anp admire Bishop' Walter Ca~ey;' of Bloem; ,.'K
enthUSiasm, ·and 'frequen"tly' went With him, tonlell1, the ~e11-known miSSionary. Q,Isf)9Pf ",

, , , . ' . ~
and a ·small' 'parly . of 1ike-mint;ied boys on In addition to editing The 'English" .
expeditio!'l?· into' ~the. country~slde, 'visilinl! Catholic for S9 long, Mr. Blanc-hett"',is now' ,)
churches <l,nd. taktng' b,ass'-f.!Jbbings, 'editor ot Top' Oxon, the 'Jwice-yearly, ,.
, His. inte~est i!" this' r:nethpd' o~ recording gazette of tne Ox~orcjshir,e Nchaeologic;al:,,:.;'!

the brass memonals, of the' past has: Society and ; '.Qx'fordshire ,R~!'l.'" COf(l,c:{'"
, - I ' .•>"'~lol' i.' t ~" .j" , mus .. ' uli_ g','''"':O ", .. - __,,~.. -j \!~,.;hl'{±, " ,,_

I . interest". -. n"-[)"Iancne ,t"A
" a weeks a kling rc, a ' <~,'tcmg"per4'od: ophf~".,;'k' Norfolk" h~ spenl Jivtl qr so with the, I lite, was respbnsible fpf:teun<jin!f'''h~~ Itfley~'t'~
',' ,tools ot his ,traae--~-:decqra ' lining-paper, _. and Ickford troQP!;' Kild gave a good deal. 'of "J
' and cobbler's black .. hee'l-ball ," .wax.' For help to the 'C'arsington " troop. i.1("'"i" eari~{:, ;.
; some, years he was a member·of the Monu-. days'...:: ".,r' . '1 ~

mental Brass~f<.ubbing Society, has' done a 'i~-'J~ne -o~ this year Mr. Blanchett' and, ~~
good deal of .lecturil1g .about his hobby, his .wife Geraldine celebrated their silver. ~
and hopes" tlJ,i!.Lone day his fine c;ollection" wedding, Mn,. BI{lnc;hett was ti1e' daughter. _)
prpviaing as It does a wonderful record ot. of the· R_~v, W.· H. Elkington, who ~as ::

r cQst.Lfme',. chang'es: famous, families 'and: Vicar 'of Elsfield for 40 years. "They. came , {r" heral,dle history from -the 13th ,'10 .the 17th ~·to Islip in 1..951, after five happy years ill ' !/

1
'-,' centuries" ~ill," find a home 'in a good~, the village of Steeple Barton, and before'; ~

museum. ' '. that, anQther five happy years' at .Chadlingc ," .,j
, No doybr-, his great interfst in churches, ton, v.:here fylr.. , Blanchett was, priest~.i,ll'_ '. ~
influenced his vocation. On leav!ng ~chool ;; cha[ge- under ,the' Rev. T. ,_ Wood:' Of i
he went on ,to Keble, and from there ~9,~Charlbury. Their only paughter, locelyn, IS . '
Lichfield ,Theological Tralfl1rg College,' at a teacher training college,. studying' Eng ..", "\

I" spendtng' a 'Y'jarwl'"lreiand- ,(,and' inCidentally .. Iish, music a!:1ci art. <' , ,;

\" preaching h',5 tlrst sermon in' Dean 'Swift's Islip'ls a very old village indeed. II '~
.Ol;~ cburch In'Lilracor, County. Meath), be-' was the birthplace .of Edward' the Con- ,

t .tor~,,;~m_~. back to his first curacy at I tessor, who gave it Into the, care of West- l
'~e~dlngton Quarry, under the Rev. T. E. • minster Abbey, which he founded. 900 "years i

¥Ielben, , He was. In fact·, tHe'. ·first full-time ~ago next \'e¥. Preparations, to celebrate 1
,:v.rilte at Holy Tnnlty, the '-appointmer.\t i the historic event 'at Westminster are .,~
>,,;ng. endowed by Lord ,t'.Juffield, whe had ,already unde, way and, as the' village .has-~' 1
.,dy ilssOclil.tlOns With Headington Quarry. ;'lKh close tIes' with ,t'he great ~aint" Mr. ,.;
;., 'I t was, ~II) th,s per,ipd that, ': he. came. \~Ianchetr and many of, hi.s par'i~hi90ers hope" 1
,der the S,t.cond great :It~fluc"ce of hiS life, ·(\-e:......bare in several of the great eccasion,/f
U. ,of, the late Bishor, T· R C*M_~ .. , 'l!;!, 6 , /""""-

i.
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THER.E are almost" as many; ,whic~:,t~:. ~he:yisitc?l"i$ 're~y, .
. ;. Bartons as' Baldons-the, awe-msplrmg •. before.' seeking. '

guide books 'and "directories list. '.th~ir seats in' the dim, ecolness .'
four-Westcote •• Steeple;' Sess-, of: the, ch~rch" ,.>, ',,:" .:' .. ';;; .'
well;.;and,Middle, (tJ;l.e.lastJwo,. The. 'sezyice' is 'of:'that~ ~im~
are. hamlets) but"'t they '''are "plicity and dignlty-""hich shows:'
indicated ~implY on ,the ..sign-,~,the' true glory, of.:,the' Englisi1>:,
posts' as The Bar~ons, ' ~d .Church' and'. its, Prayer" Book;,
so they a~e generall?",~o~~'.and '. though , the; number, '.~f'.
Oxfordshlre., ' ',' ,',; ',,( those -who occupy' the, pews IS
. To find them. the traveller';" small. the' heartiness of: their, .
barassed by endless. streams, singing ',would serve .'as •a .
of traffic in both directions. '<;plendid example to:' Quiny.' 'a'
turns thankfully off either of, larger. body, of worshippers. V :.
the two main roads which lead '::,;~,:', ' ,;,.', :." . : :.\ ,;:,./,.;,
nort~wards from. Oxford into: ,< ','.Sharf. address. ','f:<'" .
one of the most charming and: .. ,.... ., -- ,. ", ',':,,',;': ..
unspoilt corners of the' ~ounty. _,.:Eq~ll;Y simple: is. th~":~h;'~t
. It is traversed b;ynarrow and' 'address of the Vicar;' the Rev. '
winding by-ways. lined by' tall .JiWilmot Griffiths. graduate ot· ,
h~gerows ~d ,ancient. t,:"ees••. tpree "",universities,;-: London•. '
whicQintertWIne their branches. ~Wales 'and Oxford. ~whO,came ,
to form leafy 'archways: and .from an Australian theological.
cQol tunnels. 'particularly at-:'.,college to minister· to' the .twin .
tractive on this Sunday even- :Pl'lrishes just over:~,.t:"" years'
ing-the Third after Trinity':":"ago. He takes as, his texto tlie
when hardly a breath of air is . words of' St. John which. havEi·
stirring. " . '.' ,:' formed· part. of '.the second
Evensong is at St;: Mary·s. ,Lesson: ..Let not iour ~eart be-,

Steeple Ba,rton. for Mattins tro?bled: y,: beh~~e', lll" Goa.
was at neighbouring Westcote beheve' also In Me.. ' •.'"
Barton. and the,pleas~t cui de " Peace of. mind. he points out
sac. which forms the approach is __one . of· the' greatest,,' bless~ .
to the .ancient church. is .a .irigs of Heaven, yet one of the'
blessed. haven. of . pea~e and most difficult to ,'be attained.
loveliness. . ,_" .- ' , " ..'.Yet it can be achieved ••with '

, " ":" reliance on God as the, bed-'. Gentle 'stroll :':; ,rock of· its attainment.~;:}' ,/(.
.' . .' , , ' ., ' .." . Doing.' something" instead 'Of .

Apart from the. ringers,:, wallowing in misery and. self;
whose 'valiant' efforts, (!an be, pity, and facing the cause of',
heard far out across the fields. .anxiety fairly.' and squarely.
most: of the dozen or,' so who, was the commonsense approach·
comprise the congregation take, which. with the.' knowle~ge~
a, gentle· stroll along' the' old that one could leave all anxIetY.'.
paths, between: the . crumbling too, on God's loving ~are, was
head stones. to drink: in the the only, way of gettng, co that
.beauty of the scene which is. peace which the world' cannot
familiar enough to them; but. give;" . ,.,' . , " ",'
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FIRE,. .. MrVoice'layS a jelly trail at th
< ' - , 'the tower', ,

• ' I',

•
•enoi

- •

.TAKE ArM ... Mr -Chrtstopber Voice, area sune~t for
the church tower with his jelly' gun. • Picture:

, sprays
FLOYD

PIGEONS WILL get an uneasy wel-
come when It~y 'fly down to perch on
the ledges of St Mary's Church at Stee-

•pie Barton in future,
Instead of getting a firm. oomfortable

land,' they will lind their' feet standing on a
jelly-type substance .

And hopefully; the Uneasy feeling tbls will
generate. will cause the pfgeom to fly off and

•
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NOW THE LEDGES
".

of
, ,

.. - .. ". ':

ewo
find somewbere more conducive to roost.

Yesterday, the ingenious jelly repellent
was squirted on to the upper ledges of the
church and along the apex of the roofs by
men from Rentokil.

The harmless jelly repellent has been suc-
cessfully applied to many build~ 10 Lon-
don and other cities and to reach those out of

the way ledges, the ftho ;invest in an
London fire brigade' *JmJtable ' dder.

~-:,
Mr Peter Watts, ~tary of

ton parochial church 'oouDciJ, e
.. it was hoped the jelly ..would
satlstaetory repellent' a~it ha
. tage of not killiDg the' birds.

"

! , ,
,

,

,' . .

.ev PETER BARRINGTON'
old

"Pigeons have been a shOcidng prob!eril .. '·..··
he said:. "We have spent about £10,000 on':
the church:and have had new roofs put on.

,-,

.'

tee pie Bar-
, lained that

the most
:the advan-- ,

But there are two roofs and pigeon drop-
pings collected in the central gully and. pre. " .
vented water running away, So the water ',_/"" ,'- . j'
went into the church. Droppings .also .~,~ . .'
vered the whole roof and inuch of the .waUS';·' I
There are hundreds of pigeons 8I"OWKI~" ,

, /
".~. I----- .. -- ... -----1111111!- .I, \ .~.
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north slope of the nave roof,
about one yard square, and
the whole roof of nave and,
aisle was In a very poor state ..
The church dates back to
about 1250AD.
- -Above:' Mr Carne, vlcarof
Steeple Barton, outside the
vlllage church .
.' .. """ - ..... - - -~.

. (sav'e' their '"church,,
," ..~;',

, Five 'years ago the vicar of Venerable C. Whitton·Davies,
S'teeple Barton thought his Archdeacon of Oxford, led a
church would have,' to be' special service for the
abandoned - the whOle roof restoration of the church and
was In a very bad condition the new lighting scheme.
and the Ughtlng ineffective. .,}",,'."
BU. In *be last three years

the Qhurcb of St Mary's has
been i.completely reoroofed, a A memorial tablet was also
surface: water drainage dedicated to the late Major
system installed, windows .re- Phlllip Fleming, church·
lead~ and ,re·glazed and a warden and benefactor, of the
new Ilghtlng system Installed. church and village. '
And apart from a grant 01 Mr' Carne said the

£500~e entire cost of nearly" restoration was a
£10,000 has been met' by. "magnificent achievement"
villa ers - and the adult: by the parishioners. "The
popu tlon Is still only 1,000. church Is now weatherproof
VI r of Steeple Barton, the and' clear of all debt. '

Rev " D. J. Came, said: "My ""With normal maintenance
Ilrst •thought was that the It should last another 200years
church would have io' be without major external
abandoned but after a lot of repair."
thought and prayer the PCC When Mr Carne came to the
,decided to have a go at parish In 1968the church was
I repairing the bulldlng." In a very bad state of repair ..
I And on Sunday the There was a hole In the

I
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inister inereases
of his•SIze

Like ministers in the Bices-
ter Deanery the Rev. Peter
Dance, in the Barton vil-
lages, is increasing the size
of his flock.
When he came to this area two

years ago he was simply priest-in-
charge of Westcott Barton and
Steeple Barton which also means
Middle Barton, though in some
terms that name does not really
exist, the parish really being
Steeple Barton!
About the turn of the year Mr

Dance had neighbouring Sandford St
Martin added to his responsibilities
and this week he takes on Duns Tew.

yesterday he was instituted at Duns
Tew church as vicar of Duns Tew,
Steeple Barton and Sandford St Mar-
tin and rector of Westcott Barton.

As with the Bicester and Islip
Deanery, reorganisation. of man-
power in the Woodstock Deane~y has
led to this form of amalg1lm""""

•

floek
However, he will not be alone. For

while he now has to conduct about
, four services every Sunday, besides
baptisms, he will have the help of
Canon Wardle Harper.

Canon Harper, a retired minister,
lives at Charlbury, and is going to
take services at Duns Tew to relieve
the pressure on Mr Dance.
Canon Harper, who will travel

from Chari bury , regards himself, I
understand, as the unofficial "curate"
of Duns Tew.

Mr Dance and his family came to
the Bartons from two mining parishes
in Staffordshire.
His arrival in the district marked

his return to the area as he was born
at Adderbury and was for some yea~s
with a branch of Twyford Seeds 10

Lincolnshire.
Mr Dance and his family emigrated

14 years ago to Canada where he
worked in the agricultural seed trade
and later took theological training. He
was ordained an Anglican minister in
Canada.

,-wmrxmc."- g- - . ~ Oil' Odr 1 1V$ 5

..'Vicar. inducted

TheRev Peter Dance who was Inducted as vical' of Duns
Tew, Steeple Barton, Sandford St Martin and Westc.ote
Barton, with his wUe, Grace.
He was Inducted by the Bishop of Dorchester and the

ceremony marked the end of ,a long legal process which
started two years ago.
Parliamentary approval had to be sought to get the four

parishes separated from North Aston.
A.former Banbury Grammar Sch.:lol boy, Mr Dance

studled at the University, of Saskatewan, Canada. SInce
his return to England alter ordination, he has worked In
Pernbrokeshlre .and Staffordshire.
An Induction ceremony has been held In each of the four

parish' as, and be:iwlll.be helped by Canon Noel Wardlfl·, .
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St. MiillJFy'St §It<eceplce Barcon
ROTA OF SUNDAY SERVICES

.. •
ROTA OF SUNDAY SERVICES

SUNDAY IN SUNDAY IN
THE MONTH THE MONTH
•

First Sunday 8 a.m. Holy Communion First Sunday IOa.m. Family Communion ,

r 6 p.m. Evensong ( including Sunday School)
•

Second Sund ay II a.m. Mattins and Second Sunday - 8 a.m. Holy Communion
Holy Communion 6 p.m. Evensong

Third Sunday 8 a.m. Holy Communion Third Sunday II a.m. Mattins
6 p.m. Evensong 12 noon Holy Communion

t Fourth Sunday II a.m. Mattins FourtJ Sunday 8 a.m. Holy Communion i
t 12 noon Holy Communion 6 p.m. Evensong J

Fifth Sunday 8 a.m. Holy Communion Fifth Sunday II a.m. Mattins •
•

First, third and fifth, "Fifth Sundays" in the Second and fourth, "Fifth Sundays" in the
year: 4 p.m. Evensong and Baptism year: 4 p.m. Evensong and Baptism I

Children's Sunday Club meets in the Mission Hall

at 10a.m. on the second, third, fourth and fifth Sundays . •

- . - .- .•
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A WORRIED
vicar has launched
'a £15,000 appeal
to restore .his
.church's 160 year-
old organ which
needs urgent re- ",if

•pairs.
Rev Tony Davies

says -the money is
desperately needed to
pay' for the work on
the organ in St
Mary's Church at
Steeple Barton. -'
He said: "What we

want to do is have the
organ totally cleaned
and overhauled as near
as possible to its origi-
nal state.'
'~We don't know the

exact date when it was
; built, but the team of
specialists who have

:. looked after the organ
said .it was probably

-:around 1860 by a man
- called William Hill."
_ He added: "Every-
thing will have to be

.. taken out,. like the

.~~pipework, and anything
that they find needs
repairing or replacing
will be done."
But Mr Davies, 63,

said. his parishioners
would still be able to
hear music while their
-own organ was being
. restored. .- .

He said: "We will try

116 3 93
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By NOEL MILLER

· to get some form of
music, which may well
be an electrical organ or
something.
"Our organ may not

'. be of national impor-
tance but we would like
to restore it. We're not

· too sure what fund-rais-
· ing events we will be
holding in the future
·because it's early days
yet." . - .
Anyone who can help

·in any way should write
to Mr Davies at The
Rectory, Westcote
Barton, . Oxon, OX7
7AA.
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HOPING
TOHIT
HIGH
NOTES:
Rev Tony
Davies
With the
church
organ
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